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The following information on the armed forces of Soundor was revealed to 
Vice President Se a eae 1948 
_ through the cotstal and southers regione of Bcvador, 


1. Subd-Lieutonents Pleira end Rocs-igasa of the Carchi Infantry Sittalion loaited 
at irenilias reported tat thy and others among the 400 officers and men of 
the battalion have received tery temoting offers from persons visiting their 
atation to engage in a moverant againat the present movernment of Ecuador. They 
stated. that most of the off.cera, with the exception of Major Jorge E. Rocha, 
Captain: Edgar de 1a Terre, and themselves, have agreed to join the movement. 
Reey vereicns ee ar ‘shat a greater part of the troops had also fallen in 

th the Plan 


2. The agitators for this mvenent told the two sub-Lieutenants the following: 


a. The opposition prow fa headed ty a triunsvirate mde up of Dr. Carlos 
Guevara Moreno, Dr. Jose Vicente Trujillo, and Colonel Carlos Mancheno. 


b. itectesains Galore, leper See ie) Breeese Dees cael cout wild 
assume sommand of the Army if the coup is successful 


ce. Three-fourths of the Army are behind the rovement. 


d. The Guardia \ivil along the coast was in favor of the movement whereas the 
Navy was col to the proposition, and the Air Force pilots nonreceptive. 


@. The enlis¢«) personnel at the Guayaquil end Salinas bases were said to be 
very much in favor of the idea. 
25X1A6a ; 
ut. When the President of Ecuador received the report of the 
tvo sub-liertenants, he ordered that they be sent to Quito for further 
questioning by hin.} 


3, The Commarier of the Anti-Aircraft Battery (20 am.) at Sante Rosa, Captein 
Baquero, 'tated confidentially that he waa very much disturbed over the con~ 
apiring :zainst the government which was going on within hie command. He said 
thit the conditions unjer which his personnel had to live ware a most influential 
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factor in their mappa G Aly A Lect oly tho enlisted personnel, 
tt also the officers were said to bo dnvolvet. Captain Baquero “isnlayed 
letters which had been sent to his soldiers axi officera from virious 
politicians in Guayaquil. These letters anced that the addressees work. 
quietly to recruit followers for the movement since it worl? be a class 
movenent directed against the hipher social levels. 


The Governor of £1 Oro reported that the elvil authorities felt tmt the 
situation wia already lost in view of the large mmbers of supporters rained 
by the novenent in the coistal provinces ani the failure of the covernmsnt 
to take the appropriate measures necessary to halt this opposition. . 


Information was sutmitted to the Vice President which proved the frct that 
Cantain Montano, commanier of a tank detachmen’, which was ordored to Quayaquil 
to take care of any public disorders (of. [B, 1s pro-Hancheno and a 
nenber of the resistance movement. Montane is atated that he was collaborting 
with Colonel tancheno ani that the only thing holding up the coup at the 
monent was the matter of getting the various elements to pull together. 

Montane stated that there was a ofivilian comission in Quite which was trying 
to ovtain pledges fran the Slerra mits to join the coastel unite in order to 
be assured of final success. Major Jorge Gertaire was pointed out as one of 
the coordinators in the Sierra. lontano addei firther that he an! a proup of 
officora had uritten Manoheno assuring hin of their contimed suppert and 
received in a reply a letter of thanke. Mancheno wrote that ho was ready to 
do what he could to viniiente the honor of the Neekaniseid Group (Tan* Corps), 
many menbors ef which had ao gallantly died in Aupust and Sentomber 1947 that 
he might romain Presisent of Zeuador. Mancheno requested that no further 
corrunication be sent to him direct as he was being tmtche!. He sugpested that 
messages should be sent to his brother-in-law, Jaine Jarrin. 
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